




 

 
Hearing date: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
 
Time & Location: 11:00am in Conference Room 308 
 
To:        Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair 

Rep. Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair  
Members of the House Committee on Finance 

 
Submitted by: Ashley Doyle, Public Policy Specialist, the Humane Society of the 
United States 
 
Re: Testimony in strong SUPPORT for HB 1689 
 
Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Humane Society of the United States, the nation’s largest 
animal protection organization, and our supporters across Hawaii, we are writing 
to respectfully urge you to vote yes on HB 1689, introduced by Representative 
Takayama. HB 1689 would make it unlawful to sell or manufacture a new fur 
product in the state.  
 
First and foremost, the sale of fur products is inconsistent with Hawaii’s position 
as a world leader on animal welfare and environmental issues.  
 
Animal cruelty is inherent in the fur industry. Each year more than 100 million 
animals are raised and killed for their fur. On fur factory farms, undomesticated 
animals spend their entire lives in cramped cages, deprived of the ability to 
engage in natural behaviors. These animals are then killed in inhumane ways - 
such as crude gassing, anal/genital electrocution and neck breaking - to preserve 
the quality of their pelts. In the wild, animals are often caught in crippling leg-
hold traps for days without food or water. These archaic traps are 
indiscriminate, frequently maiming and killing non-target animals, including 
threatened species and pets. 
 
Hawaii residents and lawmakers have repeatedly shown deep concern about the 
well-being of animals. In 2016, Hawaii passed the nation’s most comprehensive 
anti-wildlife trafficking legislation. The law banned the selling of the body parts 
of 17 species, including elephants, rhinos, lions, leopards, monk seals, whales and 
turtles. In 2018, Hawaii became the second state in the nation to ban the 
importation of dangerous wild animals for exhibition in circuses or carnivals. 
 
The fur industry also poses serious environmental threats. On fur factory farms, 
waste runoff from animals pollutes the soil and waterways. The tanning and 
dying process uses toxic and carcinogenic chemicals, like chromium and 
formaldehyde, to prevent the skin from decaying.  Fortunately, innovative 
technology has produced an array of alternatives with the same warmth, look 
and feel as fur but without the cruelty and with less environmental impact. 
 



 

Moreover, consumers’ growing concern for animal welfare is leading fashion 
brands, cities, states, and countries to move away from animal fur once and for 
all. In 2019, California became the first state to ban the sale of fur products, after 
four of its cities – Los Angeles, San Francisco, Berkeley and West Hollywood - 
passed ordinances outlawing fur sales. Internationally, Norway and Belgium 
joined the Netherlands, United Kingdom, and Austria in banning fur production. 
India banned fur imports in 2017. This past year, Macy’s and Bloomingdales 
joined numerous top brands and retailers – including Chanel, Coach, Burberry, 
Versace, Donna Karan, Gucci, Michael Kors, and Armani – in announcing fur-free 
policies.   
 
By passing HB 1689 and eliminating the sale of new fur products in Hawaii, we 
have the opportunity to increase community awareness of animal welfare, 
mitigate the environmental harm caused by the fur industry, bolster the demand 
for sustainable and innovative alternatives, and foster a more humane 
environment in Hawaii. 
 
For the foregoing reasons, the Humane Society of the United States kindly 
requests the House Finance committee members vote yes on HB 1689.    
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Ashley Doyle 
Public Policy Specialist, Farm Animal Protection  
The Humane Society of the United States  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Thank you for your time and consideration. Mahalo nui. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Harris 
-- 
Stephanie J. Harris | Senior Legislative Affairs Manager 
Animal Legal Defense Fund | aldf.org 
sharris@aldf.org | 617-955-7500 

 

 

http://aldf.org/
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Inga Gibson 
Pono Advocacy, Animal 

Welfare Institute  
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  











The Honorable Chris Lee 
 
Chair, House Committee on Judiciary 
 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 433 
 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
 
Cc: Members of the House Committee on Judiciary 

  

Statement of Support of HB 1689 

  

Dear Chair Lee:  
  

As a fur-free company, we’re writing to show our support for HB 1689, which prohibits 
the manufacture and sale of animal fur products. If passed, Hawaii will be the second 
state in the country to take a strong stance against the cruelty of fur. 

  
We proudly support the passage of HB 1689. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
 
 

 Laura Brown 
!"#$%&'()'*+#,-.
!"#$%&'( 
/01&023&%4)5#)6$7/,28%9.
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leslie farnel for forgotten felines Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure. It is antiquated and barbaric to kill another living thing for 
personal ego and narcisism. Following a strict no kill policy on our resident creatures be 
they mammals sea life or fowel and protesting that practice in other parts of the world by 
not importing these items provides a stellar example to other states and countries and 
will encourage like minded visitors to continue to support Hawaii. The quality of the 
country is shown in how the residents treat their animals. 

 









https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2020/bills/%20HB1689_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2020/bills/%20HB1689_.htm
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Eric Jayne HSVMA Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I am a Hawaii licensed veterinarian who works on Oahu, Molokai and the Big Island. I 
support passing the fur ban bill. This would be a statement against the use of fur in our 
society. I have lived in Alaska until 2015 and know many people who are fur trappers. I 
also have run a trap line in Alaska. It is a brutal profession and seeing animals that have 
slowly died over a period of days, as they hang by a leg in a trap and suffer, leaves a 
lasting trauma even in the fur trapper's mind. Fur trapping  is a brutal unnecessary thing 
in these modern times. There are many alternatives to fur. Please support this bill. 
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Sede legale Via Forcella 5, 20144 Milano (MI) - indirizzo pec stellamccartneyitalia@pec.stellamccartney.com 

Capitale sociale Euro 20.926,00 I.v. iscitta al registro delle imprese di Milano REA MI – 1925335, codice fiscale e partita iva 02339380483 
Soggetta ad attività di direzione e coordinamento di Anin Star Holding Ltd - società di diritto inglese con sede in Londra 
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Austen Stone, MPH Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support HB1689, as the fur industry is hugely inhumane and totally 
unnecessary.  Animals are killed via anal or genital electrocution, and often skinned 
alive.  The fur industry is unconscionably cruel and not needed.  Please support HB 
1689, and thank you. 
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Matt Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Unless the animal is endangered or the killing is inhumane, there is no reason to ban 
the use of its hide for products. If these animals are killed for food then preventing the 
use of their hide is just a big waste. It also criminalizes people who make various 
products out of these hides that would otherwise go to waste. 
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Kekoa McClellan 
The Humane Society of 

the United States 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

fin
Late
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